
Check out the following titles which will screen 
at the 2011 NEW ZEALAND INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL. Visit www.nzff.co.nz for 
information on screening dates, venues and 
ticket purchases.

SCIENCE FICTION
From the moment it appears in the sky, a duplicate 
Earth exerts its influence over the film’s two troubled 
protagonists, first bringing them together in a 
terrible accident.
“The synopsis of Another Earth sounds misleadingly 
sci-fi heavy: scientists suddenly discover a second 
Earth whose unusual orbit has hidden it from view 
behind the sun all this time, and soon learn that 
there are strange parallels between that Earth and 
our own, including the possibility of alternate selves 
for each one of us. Sounds like an episode of The 
Twilight Zone, right? In fact, all that is just a setup 
for a deeply personal and philosophical exploration 
of identity, remorse, loss and reconciliation. The 
particulars of the story are best left to the film 
itself, but Mike Cahill’s direction is spot-on, and Brit 
Marling’s tour de force as producer, co-writer and 

USA | 2011 | Director: Mike Cahill | Sci-fi | 92 minutes

NEW ZEALAND FILM FESTIVAL TRUST, P.O.BOX 9544, MARION SQUARE, WELLINGTON 6141, www.nzff.co.nz

GROUP BOOKINGS: Express your interest for group bookings of 20 plus people.  
Your booking will be secured as tickets go on sale and you will pay concession prices.  
EMAIL: leandro@nzff.co.nz or call 04 802 3140.

MELANCHOLIA
“Although Melancholia, by its very title, declares 
a mournful state of mind, the movie is, in fact, the 
work of a man whose slow emergence from personal 
crisis has resulted in a moving masterpiece, marked 
by an astonishing profundity of vision. The title, 
by the way, refers to a celestial body as well as a 
state of mind: in von Trier’s galaxy, Melancholia is 
a planet that, scientific calculations confirm, is on a 
catastrophic collision course with Earth. As such, the 
impending doom fits perfectly with the mindset of 
Justine (an alabaster Kirsten Dunst), a bride sinking 
deeper and deeper into her own terrible depression 
on the day of her sumptuous wedding party. (Her 
handsome, bewildered groom is played by True Blood’s 
Alexander Skarsgård.) Even her protective sister, 
Claire (Antichrist’s Charlotte Gainsbourg), can’t calm 
Justine’s mounting terror and foreboding. And Claire, 
of all people, has something bigger to worry about: 

Denmark, Sweden, France, Germany | 2011 | Director: Lars von Trier | 
Drama | 130 minutes 

ANOTHER EARTH

keeping a telescopic eye on the situation, she and her 
astronomer husband (Kiefer Sutherland) know that 
Melancholia is literally coming closer and threatening to 
destroy everything. Everything.

one of the very best actors at Sundance is stunning.” — 
Michael Dunaway, Paste



The latest, and surely the most complete, 
resurrection we’ll ever see of Fritz Lang’s colossal 
1927 futuristic thriller follows the discovery 
in Buenos Aires in 2008 of a worn 16mm print, 
including some 25 minutes thought lost since 
distributors wielded the axe soon after the film’s 
premiere. This footage has now been cut into the 
superb 2002 restoration (which covered many of 
the absent scenes with explanatory title cards), 
combined with a new recording of the original 
1927 orchestral score and transferred to HD for 
distribution to 21st-century cinemas.

“For those familiar with the film it will be a 
confirmation, for newcomers a revelation.” — 
Philip French, The Observer

Germany | 1927 | Director: Fritz Lang | 150 minutes | In German with 
English subtitles

GROUP BOOKINGS: Express your interest for group bookings of 20 plus people. 
Your booking will be secured as tickets go on sale and you will pay concession prices.  
EMAIL: leandro@nzff.co.nz or call 04 802 3140.

SPACE BATTLESHIP 
YAMATO
A blast from the past set in the year 2199, 
Space Battleship Yamato is a gleaming ¥2 
billion live-action/CGI spectacular, the 
culmination of an internationally influential 
franchise that’s been generating television 
and animated movies in Japan since 1974. 
Earth is a radioactive wasteland, surrounded 
by fleets of humanity’s sworn enemy, the 
iron-plated Gamilons. The key to Earth’s 
resurrection may lie on Iscandar, a planet 
148,000 light years away. Charismatic Kodai 
(actor, rock star, heartthrob Kimura Takuya) 
emerges from the shadows of an earlier fray 
to pilot the massive Yamato, a spaceship 

Japan | 2010 | Director: Takashi Yamazaki | Action | 138 minutes | In Japa-
nese, with English subtitles

METROPOLIS

SCIENCE FICTION

outfitted with a time-warping, wave-motion engine. 
Militaristic nostalgia (the actual Yamato was a 
massive WWII battleship), goofy corporate solemnity 
(dig that salute) and try-hard social relevance (lippy 
female officers! eco-awareness!): it all adds up to a 
mega-mix of old-school interplanetary thrills, tailor-
made for kids from seven to 77.



SCIENCE FICTION

GANTZ (PART I) AND GANTZ: PERFECT 
ANSWER (PART II)

Japan | 2011 | Director: Sato Shinsuke | Sci-fi | 130 minutes (part I), 
145 minutes (part II) | In Japanese, with English subtitles

Death is not necessarily the end in Sato Shinsuke’s 
blockbuster live-action adaptation of the 
incredibly bizarre cult manga and anime series 
Gantz. We are screening both parts of this epic sci-
fi mindbender in the Festival, so unlike audiences 
in Japan you won’t have to wait long after the first 
movie’s cliffhanger to see the thrilling conclusion.

We meet childhood friends Kurono Kei (Ninomiya 
Kazunari, Letters from Iwo Jima) and Kato Masaru 
(Matsuyama Kenichi, Norwegian Wood, Death 
Note) moments before they meet their demise, 
mowed down by a rushing subway train when 

their attempt to save a drunk who falls on the tracks 
goes horribly wrong. They suddenly find themselves 
dazed and confused, along with several other 
recently ‘dead’ people, trapped in a nondescript 
Tokyo apartment. Nondescript, that is, apart from 
a mysterious black orb, known as Gantz, which has 
summoned them to take part in the ultimate survival 
game.
Outfitted with super high-tech outfits and weaponry, 
Kurono, Kato and the others are dispatched on 
a series of missions against a succession of 
increasingly dangerous aliens. Kurono quickly 
takes to his new role as an alien-hunting superhero, 
whereas Kato is keen to find a way to escape Gantz’s 
control so he can get back to the real world…
Like Death Note before it, Gantz revels in existential 
mystery as much as heart-stopping action. Director 
Sato keeps us as much in the dark as his characters 
with regards to Gantz’s true motives. Is this some 
kind of purgatorial punishment? Or some kind of 
malicious alien game? Answers will be revealed, and 
you’ll want to keep watching to find out.

“Popcorn cinema, Japanese style: with 
deadly aliens, high-tech weaponry and a 
mysterious black orb that grants the re-
cently deceased a second chance.”

GROUP BOOKINGS: Express your interest for group bookings of 20 plus people. 
Your booking will be secured as tickets go on sale and you will pay concession prices.  
EMAIL: leandro@nzff.co.nz or call 04 802 3140.


